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Higher KOS Project “AgriEnvironment” Report of the 1% Training

One main objective of the international project was the organisation of
two trainings for young researchers from Kosovo in Austria and Croatia,
to show state of the art research activities, share experiences and best
practise examples and to give support how to use the resources in their
country.

1%' HIGHER KOS Training, Austria 2013:
Organic and Conventional Agriculture — Current Situation and
Challenges for the Future

The first training was organised by the Agricultural Research and Education Centre
Raumberg-Gumpenstein in Austria. It lasted from 26™ until 31 May 2013. The project team
from Croatia and Kosovo, a group of eight students from the University of Pristina, Faculty of
Agriculture and Veterinary, Department of Agro-Economy as well as external experts partici-
pated at the training.

Main content of the first training
27" May 2013

= Current situation of sustainable agriculture in the project partner countries

= Production sectors, sustainable grassland management, strengths and weaknesses of
ecological production, economically aspects, controlling systems, quality management

= Organic agriculture — National and EU-chances and problems
= Visit of a small local organic farm with special EU Slaughterhouse in Donnersbach

28™ and 29™ May 2013

= Participation at the International Conference of the INTERREG project BE-NATUR - Bet-
ter Management of Natura 2000 Sites

= Agriculture, Nature Protection and Biodiversity in South-East European countries —
strengths and weaknesses

30" May 2013
=  Workshop and field trip to the Sélk Valley / Nature Park

= Traditional agriculture and alpine pasture management, chances and risks, alpine pas-
tures, exhibition at the castle GroR3sdlk, products, second income of farms

31° May 2013

= Education and Research Centre for Viticulture and Pomology Klosterneuburg

= Vine- and fruit production in sense of ecology and sustainability

Page 2



Higher KOS Project “AgriEnvironment” Report of the 1% Training

Description of the first training

The project coordinator of Austria, Renate Mayer from the Agricultural Research and Educa-
tion Center Raumberg-Gumpenstein, welcomed the students group from Kosovo and their
expert Ekrem Gjokai together with the experts and project partners from Croatia Marin
Krapac, Kristina Brscic and Danijela Poljuha. An introduction into the project ,Sustainable
Agriculture in the light of European environmental targets” and organization details for visit
followed.

Sustainable ecological agriculture in the project partner countries

On 27" May 2013, the project team from Kosovo, Croatia and Austria visited the Institute of
Organic Agriculture and Farm Animal Biodiversity in Trautenfels. Dr Andreas Steinwidder,
Head of the institute, welcomed the participants. After a short introduction and presentation
of the Agricultural Research and Education Center, of the background and content of the
project and its activities, the participants got an overview about the actual situation of sus-
tainable agriculture in the partner countries.

e Status quo of sustainable agriculture in Austria and Europe by Paul Axman
e Current situation of agriculture in Croatia by Marin Krapac
e Status quo of sustainable agriculture in Kosovo by Ekrem Gjokaj

e Production sectors, sustainable grassland management, strengths and weaknesses
of ecological production, economic aspects, controlling systems and quality man-
agement by Andreas Steinwidder, Waltraud Hein and Paul Axman

After the presentations, the group discussed about the current situation in their countries and
challenges for the future. The actual research activities could be examined during an excur-
sion through the research institutes, stables and processing centre of AREC. The Agricultural
Research and Education Centre has a very good network of research and education with its
technical college. The students from the technical college Raumberg-Gumpenstein have a
special subject so called: “Production and Presentation” and many of their products (cheese
and meet products) get prices for high quality and taste.

The participants of the training also visited the outdoor trials for sustainable crop manage-
ment and low input cattle farming.

From theory to practice in the alpine area

During the afternoon the participants got the opportunity to visit the organic farm of Herbert
Kreutzer. He constructed a special slaughter house for cattle without EU funds and sells veal
by direct marketing. In winter time he has a second income as worker at the ski lift company
in Tauplitz and is land manasger of the Natura 2000 sites in Trautenfels (land owner = Styr-
ian League of nature protection Province Styria). The farm is very small with steep hills and
therefore hard to manage. Also the winter period can be very long and the vegetation period
offers only two mowing times. The students discussed with Herbert Kreutzer about the prob-
lems, the way of organic production and the need of subsidies in rural areas far from infra-
structure. Changes in funding systems and CAP is permanent a new challenge, also the con-
trolling system, which is very bureaucracy.

Higher Kos Student‘s presentations

In the afternoon, the students from Kosovo presented their scientific posters to the partici-
pants of the training. The posters dealt with following focal points and were part of their stud-
ies (university exams):

e Laws and structures in general and for the future — options and requirements (Genta
Kadriu and Lavdije Sopi)
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¢ Infrastructure, logistic potential, access to technology (Egzon Bajrami and Nol Krasniqi)

e Sustainable Fields of livestock farming — agrarian production potentials on Kosovo in re-
lation to climate and structural development (Vjosa Kida and Patjeme Doberdolani)

e Actual situation of agricultural production in Kosovo (Leart Osmani and Sokol Sallahu)

The students were divided into groups of two for their presentation. It was also a study exam
for them. Ekrem Gjokaj evaluated the presentations in content, didactic and layout. For the
students it was the first time to make this kind of open exam. After all presentations the group
faced many questions according to the content. Also SWOT- analyses were part of the post-
ers. The posters were also presented and discussed with the international participants of the
BE-NATUR Conference on 28" of May.

After a guided tour through the conventional farming area of Raumberg-Gumpenstein and
the other three Institutes (Institute of Livestock Research, Institute of Plant Production and
Cultural Landscape, Institute of Animal Welfare and Animal Health), the students had the
opportunity to watch the Movie “We feed the world” a documentary about food production in
the world, especially the way of food production in the United States and the waste of food.
The group discussed with other students and experts in a face to face atmosphere about
gaps and prospects for implementation of sustainable and healthy production and life stand-
ards.

International BE-NATUR Conference

On 28™ of May the students participated at an international conference of the Interreg South-
East Europe project ,BE-NATUR: Better management of Natura 2000 sites”. The conference
focused on Land use management and Biodiversity: Nature Protection — Chance for Agricul-
ture and Promotion or Rural Areas. Keynote speakers were representatives from the Austri-
an Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, Natura
2000 site managers as well as representatives from the Styrian League of Nature Protection,
Austrian Camber of Agriculture and from municipality level. For most of the students it was
the first time that they took part in an international conference. They could discuss and ex-
change experiences face to face with the different stakeholders.

Mowing of wetland areas — methods and efficiency to protect natural landscape

During a field trip, the conference participants could see a demonstration of cultivation meth-
ods of wetland areas and its effects for sustainable ecological land management (hand mow-
ing, mowing with horse power and mowing with a small tractor).

A special visitor centre, which is used as science lab for kids and students (outdoor experi-
ence), was one of the highlights of the day. Young people can make experiments and re-
search living organisms from small ponds with microscopes and determine plants as well as
watch birds from a visitor tower made of wood. A special 3D-show from the National Park
Gesaeuse and a traditional dinner with regional products at the school Raumberg-
Gumpenstein was the social event and conclusion of the day.

Interdisciplinary Workshop: “Agriculture, Nature Protection and Biodiversity in SEE
countries — Strengths and Weaknesses”

On 29" of May the students were part of an interdisciplinary workshop. They had the possi-
bility to discuss the topic of agriculture and nature protection and share ideas and knowledge
with experts from different fields.
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The participants discussed into groups about three topics:
1. Agriculture, nature protection and biodiversity in South-East European countries,
2. Know how transfer about nature protection and preservation of cultural landscape,
3. Guidance, support and public relation as part of Natura 2000 site management.
After the discussion in small groups, the workshop groups presented their results.

Following a field trip to the National Park Gesaeuse, dealing with “Ecological footprint and
nature protection from the view of research and education” was organised.

Traditional Agriculture and Alpine Pasture Management

On 30" of May 2013 the participants of the first training went to the Sélk Valley, which is one
of the most endangered areas in the district Liezen. The presentations focused on traditional
agriculture and sustainable alpine pasture management. Very important for the Kosovo stu-
dents was the presentation, held by the major of the municipality Kleinsolk, Karl Brandner. It
was an honour for them to meet him and to discuss about his support for agriculture in his
municipality, especially after the big catastrophe in winter 2010. Big avalanches destroyed
the productive farm land, the main income for the local population. After a long restoration
process of the areas, the farmers could start again with production of local specialities and
the cultivation of pastures and the promotion of sustainable tourism. The Styrian inspector
from the alpine pastures, Franz Bergler, explained the possibilities of sustainable manage-
ment and second income of farmers. Tourism as second income plays a very important role
in this small and endangered valley (catering with regional, traditional products in the small
cabins). Albin Blaschka presented results from the INTERREG project Alpinet Gheep, the
Leader project Ennstal Lamm and the research project AGRAM (,Innovatives Almmanage-
ment durch gezielte Beweidung mit Schafen zur nachhaltigen Bewirtschaftung der alpinen
Kulturlandschaft) as well as the Leader Projekt ,Ennstal Lamm®. Sustainable alpine pasture
management can pay a very important role to generate synergies with tourism. After the dis-
cussions, a survey in the museum of the Castle showed the young people from Kosovo how
to find a special brand for local farm products and how to promote them. The tasting of local,
traditional products was the best way to show the possibilities to promote specialities with
own brands. Besides holyday on farms, the network of local agricultural production for the
valorisation and the knowledge of the alpine and rural areas play a very important role for
small farms like in the Sélk valley.

Viticulture and Pomology at the Research and Education Centre Klosterneuburg

The last day of the study visit was on 31%' May. The partners and the students visited the
Federal Institute for Viticulture in Klosterneuburg, which is situated closely to Vienna. The
team was welcomed by the director Karl Vogl and Franz Rosner made a short introduction
and presentation of the Institute. Contents of the visit were:

e Overview of the wine- and fruit production in Austria in sense of ecology and sustain-
ability; video about research activities and school

e Agriculture and ecology in Kosovo
o Ecological plant protection

After lunch, the group visited the Angeshof, the ecological wine production and the economy
of winery. There is a special high tech wine testing center for promotion and quality control.

At the end of the stay in Austria, the students had time for a short trip through the city center
of Vienna.
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2"" HIGHER KOS Training, Poreé 2013:
Exchange of Experience in Science, Research and Networking
— Challenges for future Jobs and Careers

The second training as part of the project “Sustainable Agriculture in the light of European
environmental targets®, in the framework of the Higher KOS project “Promoting Institutional
Development in Higher Education and Research in Kosovo® was organized in Pore¢, Croatia
in October 2013. Host was the Institute of Agriculture and Tourism (IPTPO). A group of nine
students from University of Pristina was part in this study visit as well as students and ex-
perts from the partner countries Croatia and Austria. The students from Kosovo were select-
ed in a long term process by the Department of Agro-Economy, Faculty of Agriculture and
Veterinary, University Pristhina and Professor Mr Ekrem Gjokaj, who was supervisor of the
Kosovo students during the training and also project manager from Kosovo. Most of the stu-
dents also attended the first study visit in Austria in Mai 2013. The trainings were part of their
further study exams.

Main content of the second training
24" October 2013

e Sustainable ecological agriculture in Austria — Best practices, future prospects

e Sustainable land use and rural development in Kosovo; Agriculture and economic strate-
gies in Kosovo

e Agrarian research and Education in Istria/Croatia; Olive oil production in Croatia applying
latest ecological tools

e Best practices on Agriculture development and education system

e Education and practice; From school to business — implementation of knowledge in agri-
cultural business; Best practices on agricultural development and education

e Outdoor Excursion to the Institute of Agriculture, Tourism and Polytechnic: Field trials,
education park-forest, polytechnic capacities

e Visit to a Family Agriculture Holding (farm with wine-cellar, new technologies, second
income), discussion about agriculture as well as national and EU-problems

25" October 2013

¢ NEXT Conference “Partnership and Communication — A Key Element of Successful Re-
search and Technology Transfer”

e Excursion to Ornithological Park Palud: “Connection between Nature Protection and Rec-
reation, Know-how transfer about biodiversity and protected area management”

26™ October 2013

e Study tour to Brijuni National Park: “History of human interventions to create a Nature
2000 site - nature protection and tourism — chance for regional added value”

Description of the second training and further prospects

The training started in the evening of 23" October 2013. The students and the expert Ekrem
Gjokay were welcomed by Renate Mayer, project coordinator of the Agricultural Research
and Educational Centre Raumberg-Gumpenstein (AREC) as well as by Barbara Sladonja,
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Head of the Department of Agriculture and Nutrition in the Institute of Agriculture and Tour-
ism in Pore¢ (IPTPO), and her colleagues.

As representative from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development,
Department for Economic Analyses and Agricultural Statistics, Ekrem Gjokay is directly inte-
grated in the agrarian development process of Kosovo.

During the evening programme the group shared their point of views for the training, gave
feedback about their experiences from the first training in Austria and their expectations for
the special training in Croatia. For the scientific preparation of the second training, the stu-
dents from Kosovo worked in groups of two people for a period of time and prepared four
scientific posters for the second training. The focus areas related to “Best practices on agri-
culture development and education system towards agriculture in Kosovo”. Also new ideas
for the production sector and opportunities for further jobs as well as gaps and prospects for
future were presented and discussed during the study visit.

Kosovo is the newest country in Europe and therefore has to be established also in the
agrarian sector. For young people, perspectives for innovative jobs should be developed.
The agrarian sector is booming but needs know-ow from abroad. Networks in research and
development are helpful to find out new strategies and best practice examples for economic
vitality.

At the beginning of session one at the 24" of October, the students from Kosovo were wel-
comed by the director of the IPTPO, Dean Ban. He gave a short introduction and presenta-
tion of the institution and explained the work of the Institute, the structure and objectives in
the field of agriculture.

The background and content of project and activities were presented by Renate Mayer (AR-
EC) and Barbara Sladonja (IPTPO). After these presentations and introduction speeches, the
students from Kosovo started to present their posters with following titles and contents:

¢ Education system in Kosovo, towards agriculture (Vjosa Kida and Pajtime Doberdolani):
They described the actual situation in terms of education in the agricultural educational
institutions of Kosovo and steps that need to be fulfilled in the future in order to have pre-
pared human resources in Agriculture sector.

o Best practices in rural development, direct payments, grants (Leart Osmani and Sokol
Sallahu): The students described the contributions of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Rural Development (MAFRD) to develop the agricultural sector by supporting the
farmers with direct payments such as grants and subsidies, part of the Common Agricul-
ture Policies.

e Local action groups in Kosovo (Egzon Bajrami and Nol Krasniqi): The students elaborat-
ed the definition of what is an LAG, current situation of LAGs in Kosovo, their focused in-
vestments and compared them with Leader approach LAGs in European Countries.

e Grape production and processing (Genta Kadriu, Lavdije Sopi and Festa Gjonbalaj): The
topic focused on the current situation of grape production in Kosovo, table grape and
wine production, also comparison tables of import and export with other countries. It is
important to mention that SWOT analysis were also part of scientific posters presented
by the students.

Student‘s opportunities for agricultural business — an exchange of experience

Ex-students from Polytechnic Rijeka Agriculture Department explained on bullet points the
plans and overviews of their studies and their actual business. A discussion together with
students from IPTPO about best practices on implementation of knowledge in agricultural
business was very interesting and gave insight into the different point of views and practices
in the countries.
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Another discussion focused on the current situation in the three partner countries. The stu-
dents compared their difficulties and challenges for the future. Experts gave inputs about
priorities in EU policy and opportunities for farmers and employees. SME’s like many farmers
are, need a combination between tradition, innovation and quality of production. Impulses
were given also to find networks for production and sale.

During the last event of the day at the Family Farm and Agriculture Holding the students and
visitors got an overview about the adaption of newest technologies in a small company to
implement EU standards. The students had a lot of questions mainly focused on the way of
production. A tasting of specialities showed the manifold opportunities how to generate sec-
ond income with quality products as a small company.

Communication networks for research and technology transfer

On 25" October the students had the opportunity to be part of the NEXT Conference in Pula.
The topic was ,Partnership and communication — A key element of successful research and
technology transfer®. The conference started with the welcome and an introduction by the
director of IDA and the Head of Research Centre Metris. After the introduction, the students
got informed about different topics related to research and technology transfers as well as
about networking as a key element of innovation and technology transfer. The following dis-
cussion directly with the conference members and experts was a great opportunity for the
students to make new contacts.

Afterwards the technology incubator of Metris was visited. The high tech equipment in order
to prepare special experiments as well as the introduction of the results of testing of materi-
als illustrated the economic and scientific potentials of the incubator and the institute.

A panel discussion about the examples of successful knowledge and research transfer in
practice of the three partner countries completed the conference programme. Panellists were
discussing examples from their countries related to successful knowledge transfer. Austria
and Kosovo shared examples connected to best practices in rural development. Meanwhile
Barbara Sladonja from Croatia took an example of a successful study on olive oil products.
This study established a device that it is used to identify the best time for harvesting olives
from the trees. It was used in the framework of the studies in the Institute of Agriculture and
Tourism (IPTPO). This device will help the farmers to harvest olives in the time of best quali-
ty. In the future it could be used especially in the region of Istria. The students actively partic-
ipated in the panel discussions. Some introduced themselves, shared experiences and dis-
cussed the motivation to study agriculture. They also explained their future plans in the
agrarian sector.

Nature protection and tourism — chance for regional added value

On 26™ October the team of the second training participated in the excursion to Brijuni Na-
tional Park, which is a Natura 2000 site and famous because of the history. Its characteristic
vegetation makes Brijuni even more valuable in relation to other areas of this climate. On
Veliki Brijun an extraordinary unity of natural elements and anthropogenesis has been
achieved. By taking up the farmlands and by clearing the forests and transforming them into
landscape parks with vast meadows, a unique landscape on the Croatian Adriatic Coast has
been created. The majority of the flora on the archipelago of Brijuni has typical Mediterrane-
an characteristics.

The students experienced a lot of examples and lessons about tourism in Croatia. These
lessons learned, especially during the last day of the study tour, could impart impressions
and ideas for the development of tourism in Kosovo as well. Kosovo has great potentials in
this sector. The landscape is manifold with a high ratio of areas close to nature. Especially
rural tourism could be an innovative branch for the future.
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Summary

The impressions from the students showed the importance that this training had for them.
The study visit was a great chance for all participants to learn and see some of the basic
things in development of European Union countries, especially Croatia that joined EU lately.
It helped a lot to understand the issues that Croatia is facing now in agricultural development,
their examples, their mistakes and their best practices. Learning from the experiences about
sustainable ecological agriculture, best practice examples, future prospects, Istrian experi-
ence of agriculture development in protected areas and others was a great opportunity for
the participants of the training.

Most of the students from Kosovo were also part in the first study visit in Austria in Mai 2013.
The know-how of both trainings should help them for their future professional career building.
The students are optimistic that in near future some of the ideas which they obtained during
the trainings will be implemented in Kosovo too. It is important to mention that the Kosovo
students are from a developing country. Kosovo is the youngest state in Europe and in the
future hopefully also part of European Union. So by having educated and prepared human
resources, by training young researchers, they will fasten this process and join EU with the
standards that are required. The group was formed among the best students that the De-
partment of Agro-Economy has and they tried the best to represent their country in the best
way possible. Everyone from the student‘s group will use those lessons to raise their capaci-
ties, especially in development of agriculture. For the students it was a great opportunity to
be involved in this project and a special experience as start up for further cooperation.

For the future, the hosts AREC and IPTPO wish to have the opportunity to offer students
from developing countries scientific and technical practice to get a broad few of innovation
and state of the art know-how transfer in sustainable land management and to enhance the
actual scientific network for young researchers and practitioners.

Figure 2: The second training was implemented in Poreé, Croatia in October 2013. Host was the
Institute of Agriculture and Tourism (IPTPO).
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Poster
Following posters were prepared by the students for the Higher KOS trainings.

‘ University of Pristina, Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary ‘

Graph 1. of and of laws - Ratification

! Presidency '

Parliament '

|KEYWORDS: Sustainable Agricufture, rural development, legislation, implementation. I

KOSOVO IN FIGURES

Kosovo is the youngest country in Eul

It's located in the south-eastern Europ. in the center of western Balkan.

Land area: 10,900 km*

Population is about 1.8 million (185 inhabitants per km?)

27.2% of population is under 14 years, 66.1% is between 15-64 years, less than
6.5% of population is over 65 years old

2/3 of population live in rural areas

More than 60 % of unemployed are rural people

53% of Kosovo's total land area is agricultural land and 41% forests.

Agriculture contributes in GDP to 13%.

As we saw above Kosovo is mostly a rural country, so agricultural development has a
very important role in the economic growth of Kosovo. One of the main factor in this
case is the legislation and its implementation.

The term legislation means the totality of the legal acts of a state, dealing with a
particular area of social activity such as criminal law, civil law, agricultural law etc..

The term law it is @ norm or rule established by the highest organ of state and which
is to be by all state and all citizens.

Agricultural law is a total of laws which have been approved to ensure the continued,
efficient production and distribution of foods and fibers. Agriculture law legal issues
include soil preparation, seed planting, crops, crop harvesting, gardening, horticulture,
viticulture, apiculture (bee-raising), dairying, poultry, pest control and pesticides, and
ranching in a commercial setting, as well as land use, use of natural resources, and
environmental rules.

Table 2. Number of hectares with different cultures in 2012

Crops Cereal Vegetables Fodder crops Fruits
ical
Area Ha 135,923.00 14,247.00 93,326.00 4,819.00 780.00
Tabela3. Number of livestock in Kosovo in 2012
Livestock Cattle Pigs Sheeps Goats Poultry Beehives

Number | 314,323.00 | 55775.00 | 110,754.00 | 12,118.00 | 2,318,037.00| 46,483.00

CONCLUSION

As a resultof ap and of the laws last years
in Kosovo and soms otnar facm too, agﬂcuhure had an evident
development. After the war Kosovo couldn'tfulfilleven 1 % of local demand
for food and agriculture products. During this period agriculture sector had a
big progress. Now the local demand is fulfilled up to 60 % by local agriculture
products and food. The sector that had the biggest development is the sector
of fruit and vegetables, vineyards, farming and poultry.

But still there is a lot of work to do. In the future we are hoping to cultivate and

Table 1. Chicken prices before and after antidumping measures

Chliken meat | PAce I Kosovn Pricen Difference | Price after produce more until the local demandis fulfilled at least 90 % from vendor
prices Slovenia farms.
Euro/Kg 1.57 4.55 2.98 2.85

Graph 1. Chicken prices before and after antidumping measures
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University of Pristina, Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary

Table 2. Kosovo's wine exports
Country % of exports in Kosovo
Serbia 57%
t}omm\y 35%
|Austria 4%
Croatia 2%
Macedonia 1%
Jamaica 1%
- Skl i
Albania <1%
[KEY WORDS: Grape, wine, p P | Table 3. Kosovo's wine imports
OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY caleny) et impotted Wioe
62%
Objectives of this research were to find: Italia 1%
+ Total area with vineyards and selected by varieties @ l::
+ Consumption, export and import of wine in Kosovo.
« Main problems of wine exportation Serbla )
. and sales channels |Spein 3%
France 1%
This research lasted three weeks, in August. In this research were included 104 ‘Bulgaria 1%
farmers, who were randomly selected from a total of 660 farmers. Croatia 1%
1%
Australia 1%
Mexico <1%
Austria <1%
Nederland <%

THE MAIN PROBLEMS OF WINE EXPORTATION OF KOSOVO

KmvohuhmmulofEUmbllnmtomlntmEUmm Kosovo's
for internal of wine sector in order to be able to export
nmummmmm

* LABELING- wine labels should contain all the information about the origin country,
nominal volume, mmp of alcohol, name of the importer, quality etc. if the Mwﬂnnm
of the internal mechanism of Kosovo improves, this won't be a problem anymore.

+ PRODUCTION CONTROLUNO SYSTEM- Kosovo doesn't have a Wine institute that is
accepted by the

* LACK OF EFFICIENCY IN DOCUMENTATION PROCEDURES- most of the documents
are obtained easily. However, wine producers face difficulties in getting these following
documentation: wine certificate and analysis EUR1
origin certificate and LO3 sanitary certificate.

MARKETING SALE CHANNELS
Based on this study done we have interviewed farmers about the market channels that they

use. The results have shown that the table grape is sold mostly in the main streets of the
region. 65% of the grape production is distributed to the other places of Kosovo.

Graph 1. Sales channels
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Table 1. Production, export and import of grapes and wine (t) 2010-2012
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Education system in Kosovo, towards agriculture

Vjosa Kida & Pajtime Doberdolani

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary/Department of Agroeconomy
University of Prishtina, 10000 Kosovo

Introduction

iEducaﬁon system in Kosovo consists of three levels of regular education. The system
lincludes:

|+ Elementary school 1-9 years

|+ Middle school 10-13 years

|+ University 3-4 years (5 years medicine)

| Part of the University of Prishtina “Hasan Prishtina” is Faculty of Agriculture and

| Veterinary.

| Although we have a system that includes most of the people in the formal education, the
|agriculture sectors faces a lack of well educated people towards development and
|innovations in this sector.

| Abetter approach for the formal high school and university education for agriculture
|human resources is necessary in order to have a sustainable agriculture in the future.

Agricultural school system

The current system of agricultural education in Kosovo is organised in two levels:
. y schools (agri ional schools),
= university (faculty of agriculture and veterinary),

Secondary schools: There are six secondary agricultural schools all over Kosovo with a
total number of 3002 regular students. The duration of secondary school education is 2 +
1+ 1 (after 9 year of compulsory education), divided into 3 levels defined by International
Standard for Qualification (ISCED) in accordance with applicable laws in the country.

The following agriculture secondary schools (ASS) are operating and were contacted:
1. ASS "Arberia" in Gjilan, with 1154 regular students

2. ASS "Zenel Hajdini" in Ferizaj, with 1126 regular students

3. ASS "Abdyl Frasheri" in Prishtina, with 664 regular students

4. ASS ““Latif Berisha™ in Vushtrri , with 305 regular students

5. ASS " “Ali Hadri" in Peja, with 224 regular students

6. ASS "Adem Gllavica" in Lipjan, with 206 regular students

The number of registered students in the school year 2011/12 is 965 (Ferizaj 387, Gjilan
282, Prishtina 180, Vushtrria 111, Peja 93, and Lipjani 31. Out of this number of students,
more than 26% were females (255) and 74% males (710). The profiles are more or less
the same forall the secondary schools, although the number of the students per profile
differs from ASS to ASS. The profiles are as follows:

+ Agroeconomy,

+ Horticulture,

Plant protection,

Food technology,

Field crops,

Livestock, and

Veterinary

The highest number ofthe students per profile is in horticulture, followed by food
technology and plant protection.

University
The system of agri ion at university level is ized in two levels of
studies;
« BSclevel
« MSc. level

The duration ofthe studies is 3+ 2, three years lasts BSc level plus 2 years lasts the MSc
level of studies. The proﬁie o' sludles are divided into; horticulture (including fruits,
grapelvine, plant ion, agro - ics and veterinary.

The number ofthe students registered in the academic year 2011/12 in all the profile of
studies is 485, the highest number of the students regi isin

(175), followed by biotechnology and livestock (109), veterinary (97), field crops and
vegetable (59), plant protection ( 39) and fruits and vinery (21). Out of this number of
students, more than 24% were females (117) and 76% males (368).

Level of education

The effects of the pre-war and after-war educational situation (closed schools, *house-
school system) are still evident in Kosovo's society. During a period of about 10 years
the educational system was not working properly.

The data have not changed significantly between the 2006 and 2008 survey. The general
tendency of lower education of the female agri with a

higher share of non-education and lower share on y and universi i

has not changed. Therefore, the (equal) education in the agricultural sector remains an
important issue in Kosovo's Rural Development.

Most of the agricultural high schools have their own orchards and farms where they do
practical hours, while the faculties of agriculture that are in (Prishtina, Mirovi¢) they also
have didactic faculty farms but they do practice at the private farms as well.

PREFERENCES

« KosovoAgricultural Opportunities Strategy (Prishtina, Kosovo 2010) — USAID Kosovo
+ ARDP Kosovo

« Agrid and Rural D Plan 2009- 13
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Egzon Bajrami & Nol Krasniqi

THE CURRENT SITUATION OF LAG’s in KOSOVO

[Among 30 LAG's in Kosovo, not all of them are active.

The only funds directly supporting LAGs are national funds of MAFRD. However, there
are no financial means allocated to cover running eosts(otﬁee transport). As a result,

LAGs rely on voluntary commitment of board members. But they are not the project

financing or project

LAGs have to apply for funds like other NGOs, as there is no separate budget line for
projects suggested by LAGs.

SWOT Analyses

WEAKNESES
Hesitation of municipalities to cooperate accept
; s e
agriculure

AG:

Hesitation of private sector to be active in LAGs
Lackof stimulation for LAG members by MAFRD.
Functions are not defined Cleary and properly.

i .
Lackofpractical waining and demsnstraons;
Lackof sup port bogistics for mplementing projects
(Vehicles, keplops, projectors, demonsiasion s gloment esc.

ject baskets
m. interested people (o be actve n the volunteer
workwhen projects are implanented

REFERENCES
Kosovo Agricultural Opportunities Strategy ( Prishtina, Kosovo 2010) - USAID Kosovo

& rural in Kosovo)
- DFID
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INTRODUCTION

The Republic Mmhnmwmmmy(mmmmlﬂdmw
2008), the lower in Europe, and with the
Wmofmempbymem (around 40%, of which 60% are under 30 years old).
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development (MAFRD)
sources, the share of agriculture in total GDP is 12 % of, and it absorbs 30 % of
lemployees, while agricultural products in total export account for 15 %.

Taking into account the fact that 60% of the population live in the rural areas and

i of
crops towards more value added products able to cover a greater part of domestic
consumption demand.

The overall mission of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural
Wopmmthmhﬂlmmmm lnmmnhoammy and to

Targets of ARDP 2007-2013

Table 31 Tuigets of the ARDP 2010-2013

2604 20130 y
[ ome 3% T ao0s [ 20030  source coose

20 10| 23| e
Imigated area % of arsble land. 51 85 20 | U MAFRD

| Average small farm size B 16 13 1| AHS 20042008
Avarage large fam eize na 10| 193 30 [ AlS S0

| Duiry cowinlorge farm | headslarge farm 44| sas|  20|aus

230

)ll 35 5 [AHS
25236 | 30000 | AHS

19956

»] =]

‘Agricultural population o7
leted

Agricultural population (s
al population (age | o
H % oftotal

Indicative financial plan versus payments

2007-2013  2007-2011 | 2007-2013  2007-2011

Axes Nl €
‘Compentivoess (M1.23.4) 10996
Ags Eavironment (M5) 1200
Quality of Lie (M67) 3045
Local Development (MS) 1607
Total RD 16548

Direct payments

Total RD+DP (i dosor finds)

animal feed, wooooi\ammmmm pasturages and 97,000 ha are plain

to support
thmmh of and rural

through decreases in fiscal charges, m directly influence directly
performance, aggregate supply and demand, employment and a sustainable
[macro-economic environment.

tion of funds: Direct pay

14,21 Mio. € from 2008-2011

Fuel Support
12%
Heifers
2% Winter Wheat
38%

DP - applications and beneficiaries, 2008-2011

applications amount paid|
Product, in years submitted  paid for n€
Winter wheat, 2009-2011 25995 13.509 85,636 ha 27.967)
Maize 2009 81 100 ha 28
Table grapes  2010-2011 4,799 2439 ha 1,338.064)
Milk cows  2009-2011 x 9.085 77.024 head 2,252252)
Sheep & goat 2009-2011 4.7 4268 391,741 head 3,208.37
Heifers 2008-2009 X 961 5.818 head 326,880)
Fuel support 2008-2011 5.110 combines| 1,642.281]
Total DP 32,703 14213 81

P

[ This sector manages to absorb a significant number of the working power as a whole,
especially the work power in rural areas. This is a good example of training youth and
farmers. Agricultural economy is an important segment of economic activity in Kosovo.

[Agriculture has great potential for the

sale in the market in processed fruit and vegetables ajvar, pickles.
[December and January are considered the coldest months. July and August as the

" THE KOSOVO GREENBOOK

+ ASTRATEGY FOR WABRIMWRALA}DWM
DEVELOPMENTINKOSOVOZNG mﬂ

" Profct: Vegeable Cra - Soktn for i petiion vegetable processing

B _ANALVEA&OFWFGRVEGETABLES PRODUCTS PROCESSED IN THE

HIGHER \,'4
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THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE

For years, scientific and i have
industrialized world by driving i
are responsible for 80 percent of the food in the developing world have yet to see similar
gains. These farmers, the majority of whom are women, lack access to many of the tools
needed to be successful, such as modern irrigation practices, cmp management

seeds, mobil as

Greater investment in and bmdur adoption of tclomo and Iachnology can enable the
world to meet the growing demand for food as the population increases by

85% of Kosovo's agricultural exports travel over land to their final
destination through four primary land border crossings

Points for

Uniapped Potentilof Smal Farmers (Use of Technoiogy)

The overall amount of mechanization is high although small
farmers | y use y for soil p

Type of Farm

SWOT Analyses

STRENGTHS

" Ine o chan (put pOAKION,processing maneting
‘consumption)

W Fams [ e  SvctesFams

Insttutions and private rural stakehoiders. Lack of stimulaton of the processing industry
e imports.

Unfar competiton from the imp
pmamo-m Intechnoogy. education and adasory. Incormact data on agricutural production

Lack of water for mgaton and unsae sources

technclogy
556% years of age

o an adequate farm development

Free adwsory services fo farmers Lack of practical training and demon trations

Lack y
in Kosovo. neighboring countres ar EU courtries. We coutd projectors, demonstiatn, equipment el |
dwarsfication and agro-environmant
npraper

Waste water and other waste flow into rivers

Degradation of iverbeds when extracting gravel
Lack of constructon plans in rural ares

Lack of collecson ponts for agricultural products (milk colection
canters. rofigerators

Lok of education 10 use the new lechnciogy

Loss of inferest among the youth atout agriculture.

Emnxmwmmm
Finding donors for investments in ural areas.

[ — ustanad
T e andRura Plan 2009- 13

HIGHER (0% - Facsnedt Kosovo Wity of raoeand sty =

mmmmm expenence, probems, next steps — EXTem GJOKA!
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| Students: Leart Osmani & Sokol Sallahu |

[ THE MOST IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN KOSOVO

of Kosovo Import Value by Commodity Type

(2004-2008, in Millions, Euro)
“ CAGR
3.3% On Crops 59.7%
8.5% Spices & Stmuants  34.9%
P i LI
22.2% Hortcuture 302%
22.9% Coreals se9%
32.5% Processed Cersals. 269%

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
f Kosovo Exports Value by Type
8, i
(20042008, in Million Euros)
(2004-2001)

119

n nmon Agricultural b z e
L ! o5
I o
[POTENTIALS AND CLIMATE o
. 2 . JouE. wom
1t is evaluated that Kosovo has 577,000 h f 0 i with
pasturages and 97,000 ha are plain pastrages. -
i 200 2008 " 2w " 2007 '

This sbsorb of the working power as a whole, especially the work
[posver in rural areas. This is a good example of raining youth and farmers

i i activity in Kosovo.
i i More than

11.2m

Total
3% Ol Crops.
2%  Spices and Stmulants

“26% Processed Frits and Vegetables.

43% Horticulture.

d of the local market, as crucial although

there are favorable conditions. STRENGTHS:
40%of 1 on Land Quality (good land quality )
low jegetables and % Training and Expertise
tomatoes, potatoes, onions, cabbage and strawberries. High % of full time farmers
‘The climate of is largely contis ingi inters wi T
from +30°C (in ~10°C (in winter ). Age profile s positive
[However, due to unequal downs in i i rainfall

Climate ~ favourable ~ allows diverse enterprise}
mix

Janvary i 5 5
July and August as the warmest months of the year. i e .
The maximum rainfall rate is reached between October and December. Between November and March, snowfall ‘Well maintained — high reinvestment into farms
o = i i be i High ownership of land
the mountain ofKosovo.
regions. o ;

ions, K.
= mm of Kosovo (region of Kosovo), Milk Production Capacity

~ Climatic Area of mountains and forest parts.
Finally, it can the itory i
and humidity conditions.

IN KOSOVO 2010-2013
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‘What are?

Generally livestock production is seen as a backbone of Kosovo's
agriculture, considered as an activity with considerable social and
economical importance. Further more the livestock sector is the most
demanding sector in terms of costs of meeting the new hygienic,
environmental, animal welfare and food safety standards.

According to MAFRD data it is estimated that in Kosovo are over
83,000 livestock farms, most of them are small size, mainly subsistent
and semi subsistent farms. Typical farm feature is a high level of land
fragmentation. Livestock products constitute a main source of food.
The small livestock farms have poor hygienic and zoo-technical
conditions. Commercial farms and some of the semi commercial
farms have more advanced breeding condition.

According to MAFRD data, the largest part of the livestock sector is
cattle production (approx. 59%), followed by small ruminant livestock
sector (goats and sheep) with 28%. Poultry and pig production have
less share. Other livestock sub-sectors in Kosovo are aquaculture and
bee keeping.

Kosovo has sufficient capacities for animal slaughtering. According to
MAFRD data there are 37 licensed slaughterhouses.

In general, the meat industry has the required technology, mainly for
producing salami and proschute. The technological side is very well.

Provision of the feeding basis for livestock - according to expert
estimations the feeding basis is insufficient and of poor quality which
is reflected in the decline of genetic production potential and farmers’
income. In the last years the quality control of concentrated feed is
implemented and some investments are made on improving the
farmers’ knowledge in preparing food rations and promoting new
technologies in animal feeding. However, animal feeding remains an
important issue in the field of livestock production development and
in food provision in general.
In Kosovo there are 23 food producers and processors of animal feed
with technical capacities
Livestock breed structure is unfavorable to the high production
breeds. There is also a lack of knowledge on the practices, equipment
and machinery required for animal breeding in commercial farms.
In order to improve the breed and breeding conditions MAFRD has
i a ism for the i ion of
policies — The Kosovo Livestock Breeding Centre (KLBC).

The beef industry is primarily a by-product of the dairy industry. Only
several farms are focused on intensive fattening with a relatively low
number of heads. Small farm operators prefer the Simmental breed
because it is a moderate milk producer as well as a good beef animal.
Producers sell to traders at rural livestock markets and also there is a
significant amount of import (12.514 t in 2009). According to
MAFRD data there are 30 meat processors and 37 slaughterhouses. as
well as many small meat shops.

Red meat, especially beef, is a popular product and offers
opportunities for import substitution. In the case of increasing import
prices, domestic production can become important.

Cattle

Cattle is the main meat production sector and the most demanded
‘meat. 127,449 heads of cattle are slaughtered each year in Kosovo out
of which 112,294 or 88% are calves and 15,155 or 12% are cows
released from milk production. According to the MAFRD data,
28,832.55 tons of catile meat is produced each year out of which
25,907.64 tons / year or 89.85% are veal.

Sheep and goats

Sheep production is mainly referred to lamb whilst meat production in
other categories is relatively low and is of relatively low importance
for farmers’ income. Lambs slaughtered are 5 — 6 months old at 22-25
kgs. Annually, around 100,000 heads of lambs are slaughtered whilst
the anmual production of lamb meat is 1,200 tons.

Around 50-60% of the total quantity may be exported.

~——_
-

VJOSA KIDA & PAJTIME DOBERDOLANI

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary/
University of Prishtina’Bill Clinton*
10000 Kosovo

The | Sector Report was
under the EU Twinning project “Preparation for
i ion and of agri and rural
development policy in Kosovo™. The Sector Study Report is
result of the joint work of Twinning experts in close
cooperation with MAFRD staff. Within MAFRD, three
working groups, established per sector, have prepared
materials with all available data per sector.

Meat processing and trade

Kosovo has sufficient capacities for animal slaughtering.
According to MAFRD data there are 37 licensed
slaughterhouses. Slaughterhouses currently provide only public
slaughtering services for the needs of butcheries. The level of
use of technical capacities is very low. According to KFA
during 2009 in industrial conditions (in licensed
slaughterhouses) 35.000 heads of cattle were slaughtered
including 6.321 heads from imports. Animal slaughtering
according to the legislation and best hygienic practices is an
important factor in the chain of food safety.

Currently, the meat industry processes products from imported
meat. Only one of the factories produces cattle meat slices (alb.
rriské gjedhi) and the pate (alb. pashteta) packaged in metallic
conserves which is classified as a conserved meat dish.
Capacities of the meat industry are sufficient for the processing
of around 300 tons meat / day whilst the level of their use is
around 20% of the installed capacity.

In general, the meat industry has the required technology,
mainly for producing salami and proschute. The technological
side is very well.

Rreferences
ISMAFRD (2009): FADN in Kosovo, )

MAFRD (2007): Marketing Support Project - 6 Quarterly Report
MAFRD and European Commission (Nov. 2006): ARDP Kosovo 2007-2013.
MAFRD (2009): Strategy for the horticulture sector 2009-2013

Milk prod

Cow milk

According to MAFRD data in Kosovo there are around 151 000
milking cows or 52% of the cattle fund. The predominant size of cow
milk farms is 1-5 heads which comprise most cows in milk
production (76%), 24% is comprised by farms that have over $ heads
of milking cows and only 5.3% is in farms over 10 cows. Farms with
5 and over 5 heads of milking cows are the main suppliers of the
processing industry with raw milk. The country has 4,238 farms with
5 and more heads of milking cows, of which the farms with size
between 5 and 10 cows represent approximately 92%.

Sheep milk
According to MAFRD data the total mumber of the farms above 30
heads is 1 081 of which the biggest share is to farms with a size
between 50 and 100 (403), followed by the group of size between 100
and 200.

Goat milk
There are around 226 goat farms with a size above 20 heads, of which
the biggest share is of the farms with a size between 20 — 50 heads

kg/head 2411
44823
kghead/siaught  192.74.

Ton 2883266
Ton 292491
Ton 1000186

33maecavestbuls  Ton 1500578
Ton 12514
Ton 16,881
Ton 8177
Ton 0
Ton 58,177
% 4956
Ton 2018278
Ton 432488
Ton 29,395.00
Ton 5390266
kg 350

12. VALUES

124 (3x11.1) € 100.913.95

Cattle 321.624

Dairy of Cows 182208

Pigs 39.591

Sheeps 151.813

Hoees 6.152

Chickens 2.058.756

B 60.952

e —
e s o

HIGHER (0%

<

oL

raunierg gumpeosten

\ 4

S

Page 18



Higher KOS Project “AgriEnvironment”

Report of the 1% Training

Mowing wet meadows with horses

Karin Hochegger'), Renate Mayer?), Claudia Plank?, Andreas Koberl?
) Natura 2000 Site Management Ausseerland, 2 HBLFA Raumberg-Gumpenstein

Nature conservation uses horse power
Pilot intervention on protected areas

Wet meadows are extremly species-rich ecosystems. They are
habitats for many rare and endangered species. With ongoing
structural changes in agriculture, a great number of wet meadows
are abandoned because they require a lot of manual work for their
management. Therefore, todays challenge is the search for
sustainable management practices that are not time-consuming

and having the same ecological impact as manual work.

The use of horses with modern equipment for mowing was
established for wetland management in Natura 2000 sites in

Salzkammergut, Styria.

Mowing with horses — old and new approach

To establish mowing practises with horses, 10 different wet
meadows were selected as trial plots. Some of them have not
been managed for the last 30-50 years, some were only
managed by manual work with a motor mower. Horses could
be successfully used at most of the plots.

The project showed following results:

» Mowing with horses has low impact on wet soils

» Ecological benefits: minimal noise, no emissions, no fossil
fuels, insects and birds can easily escape

» Use of workhorses supports small scale grassland farming.

+ Pasture management with slopes up to 30% is possible

+ Apart from mowing there are versatile uses of horses:
Thinning of forests, clearing of bushes or dwarf shrubs,
cultivation of potatoes, transport services

Mower with double knives
simple technology

"% cutter baris 2,2 m long

== three v-belts actuate the chain
s very robust, does not plug up
best adapted for mowing
meadows with horses

costs: about 6.800 €

coee International ,,Biodiversity & LEADER* conference, April the 3, Vienna n

Horse power has many regional benefits

* Maintaining high biodiversity of wet meadows

« Keeping cultural landscapes open, preventing forest and
scrub encroachment

+ Creating awareness for ecological sustainable landscape
management practices

+ Promoting new income possibilities for local farmers

+ Apart from the use of horses in agriculture and forestry
they can support a great variety of touristic services as
coach and sledge driving, riding and transport

+ Working with horses has positive effects on children,
teenagers and people with mental problems

Perspectives

Regional famers who still remember the use of work horses
take a great interest in the project. They are surprised about
the modern machinery partly imported from Germany and
USA. Media and tourism show also great interest in the
project idea. The multiple use of horse power is a new
chance for sustainable ecological agriculture in rural areas.

Fact box
+ LEADER-Region: Ausserland, Styria
*  Project Management: Naturschutzbund, Gebietsbetreuung
»  Total cost: EUR 15.000.-
* LEADER-funding: EUR 7.500.-
*  Project duration: 2014
+  Contact details: karin.hochegger@gmx.at
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Better Management and Implementation of NATURA 2000 Areas

Mayer R."), Plank B."), Plank C.", Bohner A."), Hochegger K.2, Zak D.3), Kéberl A."

Programme: INTERREG South-East Europe
Projectduration: February2011 untilJanuary2014

Main objectives of the project

BE-NATUR project aims at improving the transnational management of Natura
2000 sites in South-East European counties. Facing the loss of biodiversity by
defining common action plans and strategies to preserve the natural heritage and
landscape with special focus on wet areas protected by the Fauna-Flora-Habitat-
and Birds Directive.

« Improving the environmental quality and level of protection of targeted habitats and
species (direct and indirect interventions),

« Strengthen the public-private cooperation,

Influence policies of environment protection by adopting action plans at national level,

Reduce gaps among the partner areas, regarding to the implementation of the EU-

directive and knowledge of management practices (GAP analysis),

Establish a good balance between social-economic development and environmental

protection (awareness rising)

Project partners

Different institutions from Hungary, Greece, Italy, Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia and
Austria work together. Lead partner is the Environment and Nature Conservation
Association Nimfea. The Austrian partnership consists of the Technical University
Vienna, the E.C.O. Institute for Technology and the Agricultural Research and
Education Centre Raumberg-Gumpenstein.

I::::::;:... ' P

Pilot projects of AREC

In cooperation with the Styrian League for Nature Protection and the Province Styria
pilot projects were implemented in the Natura 2000 areas in the District of Liezen.
The main focus is set on direct interventions (sustainable land management with
focus on protection of habitats and species, development of transnational action
plans, scientific monitoring on sites) and indirect interventions (trainings for local
experts and stakeholders, knowledge transfer, awareness rising, sensitization of the
local population). The involvement of municipalities and land owners is essential for
the success of the project.

© Agricutural Rsssarch ang Eoucaton Centre Sawstery Gampeacely;, Raseies) 35 A-5052 oning, renae meyer@raum berg-gumpensieln 3t
 Natrz 2000 Gebletsheresung AuSesr Land karin hOChEQ0en
 Universty of Technology, Center of Pudlic Finance and oo PQ'\.y Vviema

¥ 2a raumber
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