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Semi-natural grassland 
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a CENTRAL Europe Project
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The ProjectThe Project
The Project SALVERE is implemented through the CENTRAL 
EUROPE Programme, co-financed by the European Regional 
Development Funds (European Territorial Cooperati on). It started 
in January 2009 and will end in December 2011. 

Six countries are involved with 8 insti tuti ons. Overall 11 experi-
mental and 11 demonstrati ons trials were applied through the 
involved countries. Knowledge transfer into practi ce will be pro-
moted via fi ve workshops, one fi nal conference, several fi eld trips 
with interested stakeholders and other public relati ons events.

SALVERESALVERE
Regionally farming practi ces have led to a variety of agricu-
ltural habitats that host a large number of plant and animal 
species. The biodiversity of farmland, however, has rapidly 
declined across Europe in the last few decades. 

Vast territories of unaltered semi-natural regions, such as 
meadows and pastures, containing protected animals and 
plants, are the resources for agri-environmental protecti on 
initi ati ves. 

The project SALVERE wants to promote High Nature Value 
Farmland (HNVF) with its biodiversity as a valuable resource 
to support sustainable rural development in Central Europe. 
The project will contribute to protect biodiversity present in 
semi-natural grassland. 

The use of nati ve seed studied and transferred in the project, 
will prevent geneti c polluti on of local populati ons originati ng 
from the use of conventi onal seed mixtures containing alien 
species and varieti es. 

It is important to create technical conditi ons for an increase 
of species-rich areas in intensive agricultural or urbanized re-
gions and to add value to extensive semi-natural grassland. 

GoalsGoals
To know the current situati on of semi natural grassland in  • 
Central Europe 

To understand the seed producti on in semi-natural grass-• 
lands

To improve harvesti ng and storage techniques of the seed  • 
producti on in those grasslands

To promote the use of appropriate techniques • 

To establish new high value areas by using seed from semi-• 
natural grassland 

Proposal of an European certi fi cate for HNVF nati ve plant    • 
material

Publishing of guidelines for seed producti on and harvesti ng • 
on potenti al donor sites as well as best practi ce methods 
for the establishment of species rich grasslands

Publishing of two handbooks translated into the language • 
of the project partners

High Nature Value FarmlandHigh Nature Value Farmland
HNV farmland comprises those areas in Europe where agriculture 
is a major (usually the dominant) land use and where that agri-
culture supports, or is associated with, either a high species and 
habitat diversity or the presence of species of European, and/or 
nati onal, and/or regional conservati on concern, or both (Ander-
sen 2003). HNV farmland makes up about 15-25% of the uti lized 
agricultural area in Europe. www.salvereproject.euwww.salvereproject.eu


